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Typical new learning in the primary (K-2), intermediate 
(3-5), and middle school (6-8) grades 

Typical new learning in the 3 years from the end of 

kindergarten to end of grade 3 COMPARED to the 5 years 

from the end of grade 3 to the end of grade 8
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THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY LEARNING

This shows the learning progress in RIT scores 
required to meet national norms on NWEA MAP for 
reading. A RIT is a measure of new learning. 
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In most American schools, the 
greatest amount of learning 
growth occurs in the early 

elementary grades.
CCSR at the University of Chicago found 
that younger students (6 year olds) are 
50% more mobile than older students (13 
year olds). Changing Schools: A Look at School 

Mobility Trends in the Chicago Public Schools Since 1995, 
CCSR Report, 2009.

“Preschool students miss a lot of 
school…. Students who are chronically 
absent in preschool are five times more 
likely to be chronically absent in second 
grade.” Preschool Attendance in Chicago Public 

Schools, CCSR Report, 2013

“In 2014–15, larger numbers of homeless 
students were enrolled in early 
elementary than in later grades ." 

Spotlights: 
Homeless Children and 
Youth in Public Schools. 
The Condition of 
Education 2017. 
(Institute for Education 
Sciences

PreK students are vastly under-identified as homeless, 

according to the National Center for Homeless Education

BUT the early elementary grades 
are also when students experience 

significant disruptions in their 
educational experiences.

Focusing on the Early Years is Essential

Low achievement in middle school and 

high school are best addressed before 

third grade…. If a cohort is two years 

behind at the end of third grade, the 

likelihood of that cohort catching up by 

the end of high school is very low. 

Indeed, even a cohort that is just one 

year behind at the end of third grade will 

catch up to expectations in [only three to 

five percent of top-performing American 

school districts]. (p. 11)

Focus improvement efforts in areas 
where data show that leverage for 
progress is high. As Nobel Prize-winning 
economist James Heckman has said, skills 
beget skills. Children who have strong 
educational experiences early are more 
likely to have continued success later 
on.…Being realistic about how much 
growth can be achieved in a given year —
and understanding that growth currently 
slows as children get older — places a 
premium on ensuring that children 
experience academic success as early as 
possible. (P.12)

Eliot Regenstein, Ben Boer, Paul 
Zavitkovsky, 2018
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GRADES
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Increments of new knowledge


